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The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 39, Vivek 
Hallegere Murthy, of Florida, to be Medical 
Director in the Regular Corps of the Public 
Health Service, subject to qualifications 
therefor as provided by law and regulations, 
and to be Surgeon General of the Public 
Health Service for a term of four years. 

Charles E. Schumer, Patrick J. Leahy, 
Richard J. Durbin, Christopher A. 
Coons, Benjamin L. Cardin, Jon Tester, 
Richard Blumenthal, Michael F. Ben-
net, Sheldon Whitehouse, Sherrod 
Brown, Jeanne Shaheen, Debbie Stabe-
now, Thomas R. Carper, Margaret 
Wood Hassan, Elizabeth Warren, Patty 
Murray, Alex Padilla, Tina Smith, Tim 
Kaine. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Vivek Hallegere Murthy, of Florida, 
to be Medical Director in the Regular 
Corps of the Public Health Service, 
subject to qualifications therefor as 
provided by law and regulations, and to 
be Surgeon General of the Public 
Health Service for a term of four years, 
shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 57, 

nays 43, as follows: 
[Rollcall Vote No. 130 Ex.] 

YEAS—57 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Portman 
Reed 
Romney 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—43 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
McConnell 
Moran 
Paul 

Risch 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 57, the nays are 43. 

The motion is agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Vivek 
Hallegere Murthy, of Florida, to be 
Medical Director in the Regular Corps 
of the Public Health Service, subject to 
qualifications therefor as provided by 
law and regulations, and to be Surgeon 
General of the Public Health Service 
for a term of four years. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that with respect 
to the Young nomination, the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table and the President 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

FOR THE PEOPLE ACT 
Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, 

today I am proud to join a number of 
my colleagues to highlight the impor-
tance of S. 1, the For the People Act. 

The ballot box is the pulsating heart 
of our government of, by, and for the 
people. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson said: 
The vote is the most powerful instrument 

ever devised by man for breaking down injus-
tice. 

Think about that—‘‘the most power-
ful instrument ever devised for break-
ing down injustice.’’ 

It is Robert Kennedy who observed 
that ‘‘each citizen’s right to vote is 
fundamental to all the other rights of 
citizenship.’’ 

You know, the opportunity to cast a 
ballot is not just an opportunity. It is 
not simply a responsibility. But it is a 
right—the right—the right that em-
bodies all it means to a republic in 
which the power flows from the people. 

Our Nation, however imperfect in the 
beginning, has worked toward this vi-
sion of citizens through the ballot box, 
driving the vision of our Nation, for 
over 200 years, overcoming barrier 
after barrier. We overcame some of the 
barriers of race with the 14th and 15th 
Amendments. We overcame the bar-
riers of gender with the 19th Amend-
ment. We overcame barriers that had 
denied Native Americans the right to 
vote with the Indian Citizenship Act of 
1924. We overcame the barriers of Jim 
Crow with the Voting Rights Act of 
1965. But now, as we stand in this 
Chamber, the central right of each citi-
zen’s opportunity to participate in the 
election through the ballot box is again 
under attack. 

Right now as we speak, there are 253 
bills in 43 States assaulting the right 
to vote. These efforts are designed to 
make it harder for students to vote, for 
low-income Americans to vote, for Na-
tive Americans to vote, for seniors to 
vote, and most insidiously, for Black 
and Brown Americans to vote. And I 
say ‘‘most insidiously’’ because block-
ing access to the ballot has been a mas-

sive form of systemic racism through-
out our history for Black Americans. 

But all of us in this Chamber have 
taken an oath to the Constitution. All 
of us have a responsibility to defend 
the ballot box. It is our responsibility 
to knock down the barriers that others 
would put up to prevent citizens from 
having the opportunity to participate 
in our elections. That is exactly what 
S. 1, For the People, does in the face of 
the greatest attack on voting rights in 
this Nation since Jim Crow. 

This legislation puts the power back 
where it belongs—in the hands of the 
people. 

This bill said that if you believe in 
the vision of our democratic Republic, 
then you believe in voter empower-
ment, not voter intimidation, not voter 
obstruction, not voter suppression. 

This bill says that the people should 
choose their politicians, not the other 
way around. Gerrymandering attacks 
the very notion of equal representation 
that is so important in the social con-
tract of the citizens with their govern-
ment. So this bill says we will have an 
independent commission in each State 
to draw the boundaries of the districts 
so that we put an end to partisan ger-
rymandering. 

This bill says that government of, by, 
and for the people means you can’t 
have a stadium sound system turned up 
to full volume, drowning out the voice 
of the people. And what is that stadium 
sound system? It is the dark money, 
hundreds of millions of dollars of un-
identified funds racing and coursing 
through our elections across this coun-
try, doing attack ads, with citizens 
having no idea where that funding is 
coming from. That is simply wrong. 

This bill says that public servants 
should work in the public interest, not 
to line their own pockets, not to serve 
simply the wealthy or the powerful or 
the privileged. 

These points are straightforward. We 
have been fighting to improve and 
guarantee the vision of government of, 
by, and for the people over our entire 
history. Now, to protect our system of 
voting, the foundation of our Republic, 
we have to get this bill over the finish 
line. We have an extraordinary team 
working to make that happen, Sen-
ators with sturdy, clear ideals and ex-
cellent ideas and grit and determina-
tion coming together to save our Re-
public: Senator KLOBUCHAR, who will 
be speaking next—author of several of 
the key provisions of this bill, includ-
ing bipartisan provisions—who tomor-
row will be chairing the first-ever Sen-
ate hearing on this landmark legisla-
tion; Senator PADILLA, who knows ex-
actly what it is like to be a secretary 
of state and has been an amazing 
champion for voter empowerment in 
his home State; Senator VAN HOLLEN, 
who led the EMPOWER Act and the 
Restoring Integrity to America’s Elec-
tions Act; Senator WHITEHOUSE, who 
authored the DISCLOSE Act portion of 
the bill and is a tremendous leader on 
campaign finance reform. 
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